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Victoria SPCA general manager Penny Stone: “Thank goodness they were small.”
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It’s enough to give the most
reluctant burrito con-
sumers a Taco Bell craving
— 43 chihuahuas were
dropped off at the Victoria
SPCA last week.

“To take in 43 dogs in
that time period is kind of
crazy,” said Victoria SPCA
general manager Penny
Stone. “Thank goodness
they were small.”

Stone said she received a
call Wednesday afternoon
from a woman who wanted
to give away 10 chihuahuas.

“When she came in, she
kept taking more out of her
car saying, ‘Can you take
more? Can you take more?
Can you take more?’ ” said
Stone. “Finally, we went out
to her car. She had a Mus-
tang convertible full of chi-
huahuas.”

The woman dropped off
33 chihuahuas on Wednes-
day and nine more on
Thursday morning. One of
the chihuahuas gave birth
to a puppy on Thursday,
bringing the total to 43. All
but six of the dogs are
under the age of two.

“I think she was a very
nice lady who was in way
over her head,” said Stone.

“She was probably in a situ-
ation where she started
with one chihuahua and it
had babies. People get
attached to them and feel
that nobody can do as good
a job [caring for them], so
they end up keeping them.
Then other people find out
she is the chihuahua lady —
her boss died and gave her
12. Pretty soon, her babies
are having babies and it’s
out of control.”

The woman is a resident
of Langford, where bylaws
state that households can
keep no more than four
dogs older than four
months. Don Brown, man-
ager of bylaw and animal
care services for the Capi-
tal Regional District, said
the maximum penalty for
breaking the bylaw is a
$2,000 fine. Two animal con-
trol officers were working
on the case, Brown said, but
no action will be taken now
that the dogs have been
handed over to the SPCA.

“We always try to get
voluntary compliance from
people,” he said.

The unique situation is
putting an unexpected
strain on the SPCA’s
finances. All but two of the
dogs need to be spayed and
neutered, and about half of

the canines need extra
medical treatment for non-
life threatening issues,
Stone said. One of them had
to have its eye removed on
Thursday, one had an infec-
tion in its uterus, and sev-
eral needed dental work.

“We have lots of medical
bills now that we certainly
weren’t counting on,” she
said.

About 10 chihuahuas
were adopted over the
weekend, while a few have
been temporarily placed in
foster homes. That means
there are about 30 chi-
huahuas at the shelter. The
SPCA is seeking people to
adopt the dogs or make a
donation to help with the
medical bills. 

“They are absolutely
lovely,” said Stone. “Some
little dogs tend to be
snappy, but these are really
nice dogs. Some of them
are scared, some of them
are more social than others,
but they are very nice chi-
huahuas.”

People interested in
donating or adopting can
visit the Victoria SPCA at
3150 Napier Lane or call
250-388-7722. The shelter is
open for adoption every
day from noon to 5 p.m.
dkarp@tc.canwest.com
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The four men presumed
dead after setting out on a
fishing excursion on the
northwest coast of Vancou-
ver Island are being
remembered by their fami-
lies as adventurous out-
doorsmen who loved fish-
ing and being on the water.  

Kevin Sturgess, a 36-
year-old Port Alberni bach-
elor, was leading a char-
tered fishing boat for
53-year-old Peter Idlewine,
of Brush Prairie, Wash.,
and brothers Gary Evans,
55, of Vancouver, Wash.,
and Tony Evans, 52, of Port-
land, Ore.  

What was expected to be
a relaxing, three-day fish-
ing trip turned deadly on
the first day, Aug. 2, when
the six-metre aluminum
boat was toppled by strong
winds and waves in Brooks
Bay, north of Brooks Penin-
sula. Coast guard officials
have said the men were not
wearing life-jackets. 

“That was shocking to
discover,” said Trisha
Sturgess, who said her
brother always stressed
safety on the water. 

She said it’s also going to
be hard for her family to
have closure. knowing the
bodies may not be found. 

But she said the fact that
Sturgess died on the ocean,
where he most loved to be,
gives her a sense of peace. 

“He has spent so much
time on the river and water
by himself,” she said. 

Rob Knutson, who runs
Qualicum Rivers Fishing
Charters and Lodge, where
Sturgess has been a guide
for several years, said he
will be missed by his fellow
fishermen in the small Win-
ter Harbour community. 

Liz Idlewine said she
knows she’ll never know
exactly what happened to
her husband, Peter
Idlewine, out there on the
water, saying “they were
just in the wrong place at
the wrong time.”

Idlewine, a construction
superintendent, used time
away from work to travel
the world, his wife said. 

“Peter was a real adven-
turer,” she said. “He was
the kind of kid who would
hitchhike across the U.S.
when he was 17,” and back-
pack across Europe for a
year, she said. 

That sense of adventure
grew stronger as Idlewine
got older. He organized
family trips with their two
daughters to places like
Belize, Peru and Tahiti. 

Patti Evans said her hus-
band of 27 years, Gary, was
many things — a civil engi-
neer, hunter and fisherman.
But most of all, he was a
family man who was proud
of his three children and
close to his three brothers. 

“Everything that was
going on, they all did it
together,” Patti Evans said
of the brothers. “They
shared their birthdays
together, they visited each
other as much as they
could.”

Mike Evans said he and
his brother Dave cherish
memories of their outdoor
adventures with younger
brothers Gary and Tony.

They all had jobs that
kept them busy — Tony
Evans worked as an
exporter — but they would
always find time to get
away from the city.

It was about being in
nature, Mike Evans said,
but “a big part of it was just
companionship.”
kderosa@tc.canwest.com

DAVID KARP
Times Colonist

There will be overnight
lane and highway closures
on the Pat Bay Highway
over the next two weeks so
that construction crews can
install bridge girders for
the airport interchange.

The highway will close
between Mt. Newton Cross
Road and Beacon Avenue
between 11 p.m. and 5:30
a.m. on Wednesday and
Thursday nights next week.
Detour signs will be posted
along the highway during
closures, with most traffic
being rerouted along
Mount Newton Cross Road,
Lochside Drive and Beacon
Avenue.

In addition, the north-
bound slow lane will be
closed near McTavish Road
from 9 p.m. to 5:30 a.m. on
Wednesday and Thursday
nights this week and next.

The southbound passing
lane will close Thursday at
11 p.m. near McTavish
Road and reopen Friday at
5:30 a.m.

The $24-million project,
designed to improve access
to the Victoria Interna-
tional Airport, is scheduled
to be completed by March.
It is currently on time and
on budget, said B.C. Min-
istry of Transportation and
Infrastructure spokes-
woman Linda Gold.

Construction crews have
put in necessary soil for the
new interchange, Gold said.
They also have driven piles
for abutments, which help
connect the overpass and
pedestrian overpass with
the approaching road or
walkway. Crews are now
focusing on building walls
for the abutments and on
installing girders to sup-
port the overpass.
dkarp@tc.canwest.com
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The Island’s homicide
team is investigating the
suspicious death of a
Cortes Island man.

Police suspect that foul
play is involved but are
waiting on autopsy results
before they can determine
whether the death was a
homicide.

Quadra Island RCMP
responded to a 9-1-1 call
around 8:30 a.m. Friday.
They found the body of the
60-year-old man in his
home on a large acreage of
about 12 hectares on
Cortes Island, Sgt. Rob
Vermeulen said Sunday.

Believing the death to
be suspicious, Quadra
Island RCMP called in the
Vancouver Island Inte-
grated Major Crimes Unit,
which is assisting in the
investigation along with
marine and K-9 units with
police dogs.

“It’s a large acreage, a
large property, and it all
has to be searched,” Ver-
meulen said. “It’s still too
early to get into any
specifics at this point.”

Vermeulen could not
say whether the man lived
on the property alone, nor
would he say who called
9-1-1.

He would not say
whether police had any
suspects, saying only that
“no one is in custody at
this time.”

He said neighbours in
the rural area will be can-
vassed for information. 

The victim has been
identified by residents as
Stefano Savioli, a well-
known local artist. 

Some say they are
shocked by the death on
the tiny, tight-knit island.

Bertha Jeffrey, who
works at the Gorge Har-
bour Marina Resort, said
police assured her they’re
investigating an isolated
incident.

“There’s nothing for us
to be worried about here,”
she said. 

She said Savioli had
lived on the island for
about 30 years.

“He was well-respected
and liked. We are upset
about it.”

Fewer than 1,050 people
call Cortes Island home,
according to the 2006 cen-
sus. The 135-square-kilo-
metre island lies between
the mainland and Camp-
bell River.

An autopsy is scheduled
for early this week.
ishelton@tc.canwest.com
kderosa@tc.canwest.com
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